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The  CHRISTCHURCH  TRAMPING  CLUB 
has members of all ages, and runs tramping 
trips  every  weekend,  ranging  from  easy 
(minimal experience required) to hard (high 
fitness  and  experience  required).  We  also 
organise  instructional  courses  and  hold 
weekly social meetings. We have a club hut 
in Arthurs Pass and have gear available for 
hire to members. Membership rates per year 
are $45 member, $65 couple, $25 junior or 
associate,  with  a $5 discount  for  members 
who  opt  to  obtain  this  newsletter 
electronically. 
For more about how the club operates, see 
the last two pages. 

News
New  Members  Welcome: We  welcome  two  new  members  to  the  club  this  month, 
Charlotte and Kalvin Roberts . Please accept the club's warm welcome to you both.
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The crew on Barker hut 
from Mt. Murchison trip

http://www.ctc.org.nz/


Tramper of the Month: Anna Herlender
I used to be a workaholic auditor in 
Poland.  However, the day came when I 
took the best decision in my life and sent 
my CV to New Zealand.  Three months 
later I signed a 2 year job contract with the 
Christchurch office, and 9 months later my 
feet touched the home country of Sir 
Edmund Hillary!  Now, I have been here 
for almost two years and I enjoy it more 
and more every minute I am here. I’m 
leaving in less than 3 months, but I can’t 
force myself to sit down and book a ticket 
back home.

I tramped in Poland every summer since I finished high school. I thought that I was an experienced 
tramper and knew all the rules about tramping in mountains: to carry enough food, water, proper 
clothes, proper boots, to be prepared for changing weather conditions, etc. Therefore, I was quite 
confident on my first tramps in New Zealand and I did not find the great walks such as the Keppler 
or Routeburn to difficult.  However, when I started tramping with CTC, especially all those fantastic 
“off the beaten track” tramps, I understood how wild and serious the mountains in New Zealand 
are…  Sometimes for all day or two we did not meet any other trampers… now I think that what I 
had done before I joined CTC was not real tramping, just playing in a children's playground…

My first trip with the CTC was Mount Cheesman led by Richard Kimberley.  This trip taught me 
humility and respect to New Zealand mountains.  I will never forget my first experience on 
scrambly rocks and scree.  If I had known earlier how it looks like, I would have never decided to 
go.  However, now I am so happy I did that one and then some other similar tramps, because as 
Edward Hillary said: “It is not the mountain we conquer, but ourselves”.
My favourite hut is Castle Rock Hut (Abel Tasman Inland Track).  It is small, cozy and so nice. I like 
this hut because it appeared one hour earlier than I expected!  And it was the first time I have been 
in a hut completely alone, around me only bush,  5 hours walk to the civilization! It stopped raining. 
Birds started singing.  There was something magic in the bush around.  It was a great feeling!

I have two favourite regions, the first one is Lake Coleridge area, with tramps like Peak Hill, 
Gargarus and Mt Ida, Steepface (this was definitely one of the best tramps I’ve ever done). The 
second one is the Otira Valley, about half hour walk above the footbridge.  I could sit there for 
hours and look at the stream, grass, flowers and so amazing rocky tops around!

The best weeknd trip I have ever done is definitely Rees-Dart with day trip to Cascade Saddle.  In 
the second place is Muller Hut, where I went one beautiful sunny weekend in January and had a 
wonderful view on Mount Cook all the time.  However, I have enjoyed so many weekend trips with 
the club!  Especially, those ones organized by Max - the tramps that are not described in any 
guides: Top Hut on South Branch Ashburton River and Havelock Valley to St Winifred Hut.
My dream trip is Ball Pass! However, there are so many tramps that I would like to do: Siberia Hut, 
Mt Armstrong, Stewart Island, Karamea...and Dusky… and some tramps in Arthur’s Pass… The 
problem is the more I tramp, the more new tramps I find where I would like to go… (so why are 
you leaving in 3 months? - Ed)

I love reading books. Right now, there is a history of New Zealand and Barry Crump on my desk. 
Before I came to New Zealand I used to swallow mountaineering books. Did you know that first 
winter ascent of Mount Everest was done by Polish Expedition led by Andrzej Zawada? It was 
Krzysztof Wielicki and Leszek Cichy who summited Mount Everest on 17 February 1980.
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Calendar of trips and Social Events
Trips: Unless otherwise stated, club trips depart either from 'Z' Carlton Corner Service 
Station (formerly Shell) at 1 Papanui Road (next to Liquor Land and opposite Derby Street) 
or from Caltex Russley on the corner of Russley Road and Yaldhurst Rd.  If the departure 
point is not specified in the trip schedule, you may assume it's 'Z' Carlton. Day trips usually 
depart at 8am on Saturday or Sunday. Weekend trips may leave on either Friday evening 
or Saturday morning. 
New or prospective members intending to go on any trip must sign up at club night or 
contact the trip leader in advance.
CTC OVERDUE TRIPS: Members/family/partners or a nominated person concerned about 
a trip being overdue should firstly discuss this with a Club Officer when they feel that the 
trip is delayed. Refer to the list of Club Officers on the back of the newsletter and on the 
club website. Club Officers know where to obtain copies of the Trip Lists containing the 
names and addresses of the party members with their vehicle registration details etc. This 
will greatly assist Police Search and Rescue. The Club Officer can then contact the Police 
directly. Concerned people should keep trying different numbers until they actually contact 
a Club Officer (DO NOT LEAVE MESSAGES). We recommend that concerned people 
start with the Club Captain, then the Gear Custodian, then the Presidents, then the Trip 
Organisers, then people listed under Our Club Hut - if no contact can be made then the 
Police. Members (particularly Trip Leaders)  please discuss this  arrangement with  your 
loved ones so they are aware of this procedure. 
Social: We meet on Wednesdays 7:30 pm at the Canterbury Horticultural Centre (Watling 
Lounge), Hagley Park South, 57 Riccarton Avenue (entrance opposite the hospital).  A 
variety of social functions are organised, the atmosphere is informal, and tea and biscuits 
served.  If you can give a presentation or have ideas, please contact Silvia Horniakova 
021-264-8430 or email  silwika@yahoo.com. Please note that formalities start at 7:50 pm 
sharp, and if there is a guest speaker, he/she will start at 8:10 pm sharp.

Wednesday 29 January Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.

Saturday 1 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bryce Williamson 351-6366 
bryce.williamson@canterbury.ac.nz

Mt Cockayne to Mt Wall:  Bryce wants to fill in a section of the 
main spine of  The Craigieburns that  he hasn't  yet  done. Plans 
aren't  yet  certain,  but  could involve using Dracophyllum Flat  to 
close the loop

Grade: Moderate
Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20
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Saturday 1 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

Peninsula  Exploring -  Across  the tops:  Starting  from Peraki 
Saddle  (600  m)  we  tramp  over  Saddle  Hill  (841  m)  then  the 
Wainui Pass (525 m) over French Hill then finish up at the Hilltop 
Tavern purely for rehydration. Not a lot of height gain. Fantastic 
views  of/from  the  Peninsula,  Akaroa  Harbour,  Lake  Ellesmere, 
Southern coast. Height 850 m, distance ~8 km.

Grade: Easy
Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BX25 BY25 
Approx: $20

Weekend 1-2 February 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354 

Ball Pass: DEPARTS FRIDAY EVENING!!! Ball Pass Crossing is 
a demanding two to three-day alpine route,  crossing the Mount 
Cook Range between the Hooker and Tasman Valleys. The route 
provides  spectacular  views  of  Aoraki/Mt  Cook,  Mt  Sefton,  the 
Copland Pass and the Hooker and Tasman Glaciers. The trip will 
start at the White Horse Hill camping area and travel up the East 
Hooker, over Ball Pass (sidling around under Mounts Rosa and 
Mabel) and down the Ball Ridge to the Tasman Valley and Ball 
Hut. Or a variation of this as seen fit by the leader. You will need 
alpine experience and appropriate gear - contact Cristina if  you 
want to join.

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 23 Jan
Map: BX15 BX16 
Approx: $70-$80

Weekend 1-2 February 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Li Li 039264395 
ahhlili01@hotmail.com

Sawcut  Gorge  +  Isolation  Hut:  Sawcut  Gorge is  an  amazing 
150m deep incision in the hills  in Marlborough -  in  places it  is 
barely wide enough to walk through. The walk in/out is easy as 
long as you don't mind wet feet. On the Saturday we will do the 
easy walk to the gorge (~2 hours) with a lunch break on the way. 
Then  walk  onwards  to  Isolation  Hut  (another  2-3  hours).  The 
scenery on the walk is unique, as is the scenery on the drive there 
- so this is a well worthwhile trip.

Grade: Easy+ 
(water trip)

Closed: 23 Jan
Map: BS28 
Approx: $50

Sunday 2 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 

Lake Georgina/Mt Georgina/Red Lakes:  Situated in the alpine 
Lake Coleridge basin  tussockland area.  We set  out  from Lake 
Georgina (542 m), climbing up to Mt Georgina (944 m) for some 
great views We then descend through open scrub country to visit 
Red Lakes and out to the Lyndon Rd. The trip will involve a car 
shuffle.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BW20 
Approx: $25
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Wednesday 5 February Club Night

Adventures on the fringes of Antarctica: Falklands, South Georgia & Patagonia by 
Andy Pratt:  The land masses on the edges of the Antarctic Peninsula are exceptional 
places for outdoors adventures. Dramatic, glacier-cut scenery meets abundant wildlife 
feeding on the nutrient-rich sub-antarctic waters. This is a chance to follow in Darwin's 
footsteps  strolling  along  the  shores  of  Argentinian  Tierra  del  Fuego;  commune  with 
albatrosses and penguins on the Falkland Islands; kayak amid the stupendous scenery 
and wildlife of South Georgia; before heading for some inland adventures in Patagonia 
on  the  fringes  of  the  Southern  Patagonian  Ice  Field  -  the  world's  second  largest 
contiguous extra polar ice field. The Torres de Paine National Park in Chilean Patagonia 
is a haven for tramping: the Paine massif provides iconic glaciated scenery abounding in 
vertiginous rock faces. We will  explore some of the most famous tramps in the area 
including sections of the Torres del Paine circuit and the "W" in what turned out to be 
exceptionally good weather.

Multi  day  trip  6-12  February  Date  to  be 
determined! 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Silvia Horniakova 021 264 8430 

Garden  of  Eden  -  February  2014  -  Around  Waitangi  Day: 
IMPORTANT - DATE TO BE DETERMINED - Limited numbers - 
contact leader. TRIP CUT OF DATE 10 JANUARY 2014 This trip 
will  likely  run  in  the  beginning  of  February,  probably  around 
Waitangi day, to get the best and most settled weather. You will 
need  to  be  flexible  on  ability  to  come  along  on  a  yet  to  be 
determined date. The trip would be 6-7 days. Best not to set the 
exact date, but rather wait for a massive high to settle over us and 
then go for it. Garden of Eden is a beautiful glaciated area in the 
head of Rangitata/Clyde River. I visited this area last year as a 
part of CTC trip and would like to return there and possibly take a 
group  of  keen  trampers  with  me.  We would  start  at  Erewhon 
station, walk up Clyde, then Francis river and access Gardens via 
Perth Col. Then we would spend some time on the Ice Plateau 
either crossing over to Garden of Allah and down Lambert Col or 
set  up  camp  at  Adams  Col  and  climb  something  from  there. 
People who want to join should be very fit, used to travelling off 
route, do multiple river crossings, happy to carry heavy packs (6-7 
days worth of supplies), have some experience with glacier travel 
roped up (however this can be shown beforehand in Chch). Good 
use of crampons and ice axe is necessary. It is a wild place, far 
from civilization, so we will have to travel as a group from start to 
finish.  It  can  be  a  hard  travel  at  times,  but  very  rewarding.  If 
anybody is interested please email me (silvia@bivouac.co.nz).

Grade: ModHard 
(requires 
snow skills)

Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BW17 
Approx: Contact 

Leader
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Long Weekend 7-9 February 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Anna Herlender James Hopkins 
029 770 7973 snikpohsemaj@gmail.com 

annaher@poczta.fm

Welcome Flat Hot Pools: * May extend by starting on Thursday 
6th (Waitangi day) * Always a great trip - Welcome Flat Hut. The 
hut was renovated last winter so accommodation will be top notch. 
There is a large camping area by the hut and now if you want to 
pay a bit more for privacy there is a private hut room that sleeps 
up  to  4  people  and  is  fully  equipped!!!.With  hot  pools  a  few 
seconds walk from the hut and a towering jagged peaks of the 
Southern Alps all around you this is a great weekend away. The 
walking track is a well formed and marked track that takes up to 7 
hours (depending on your  ability  and the conditions).  This  is  a 
BOOKED hut.  So if  you want to come on the trip YOU will  be 
responsible  for  making  your  OWN  hut  booking  on  the  DOC 
website. As this is a long drive (to Fox Glacier = 400km) and the 
vehicle cost per person can get out of hand if people pull out at 
the last minute so please make a commitment if you book :-) Anna 
has volunteered to lead the walking portion of this trip - but will 
already be on the coast the week prior. James Hopkins will co-
ordinate the vehicles departing ChCh.

Grade: EasyMod+
Closes: 30 Jan
Map: BX14 BX15 
Approx: $70-$80

Saturday 8 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Orton Bradley to Gebbies Pass:  This trip will  start from Orton 
Bradley  Park,  with  a  climb  of  about  750  m to  the  Mt  Herbert 
ridgeline. From there will be an option, depending on weather and 
elapsed  time,  of  visiting  Mt  Herbert/Te  Ahu  Patiki,  Banks 
Peninsula's highest peak at 919 m. In any case, the objective is to 
sidle around the Kaituna Valley side of Mt Bradley to the historic 
Pack Horse Hut. If there are enough people for a car shuffle, we 
can continue down through the pine forest and over McQueens 
Saddle to Gebbies Pass.  Alternatively,  at  least  a subset  of  the 
party can complete a full circuit of Mt Bradley by cutting across the 
Lyttelton face to retrieve the cars from Orton Bradley.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 6 Feb
Map: BX24 
Approx: $15
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Sunday 9 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Dome: Dome (1945m) is a distinctive bump between the Edwards 
and the Waimakariri. It's a moderate trip, but at the longer/more 
strenuous end of the moderate range. We'll probably go in via the 
long western spur, climbing steadily to the bush line (about 700 m 
up) and then up another 500 m+ along the open undulating ridge 
to the summit of the Dome itself. There are a number of descent 
options, including dropping down into the beautiful Edwards valley 
to the track that goes up to the Edwards Hut. It will be a long day 
so we may well make an early start - make sure you check in with 
the leader in advance. Helmets may be required, please check 
with the Leader.

Grade: ModHard to 
Hardish 
depending 
on route

Closes: 6 Feb
Map: BV20 
Approx: $25

Long Weekend 10-14 February 
Departure point: See Details

Leader: 

Volunteer Week - Helping DOC paint Boyle Flat Hut: Volunteer 
opportunit  to  help  DoC painting  the  Boyle  Flat  Hut  (St  James 
Walkway).  Transport  and  food  will  be  supplied  for  the  week. 
Please e-mail Sarah directly if you are interested or require further 
information.  Sarah  Ensor  Partnerships  Ranger  Email: 
sensor@doc.govt.nz DDI: +64 3 313 0837 Rangiora Field Base 
Department of Conservation +64 3 3130820 DETAILS Boyle Hut - 
February  10-14  -  Drive  to  Magdalen  Hut  and  either  walk  or 
helicopter to Boyle Flat Hut (1.5 hours). Walk out at end of week. - 
Food supplied - May need to tent when painting interior - 2 people 
required (may even go for 3 or 4 people) - Meet Rangiora 8am 
Monday 27 Jan and return to Rangiora 4pm Friday 31 January

Grade: Work
Closes: 30 Jan
Map:  
Approx:

Wednesday 12 February Club Night

Auction Night of Tramping gear: Do you have any surplus gear that you no longer use 
and you would like to turn into cash? If you are a newer or perspective member this could 
be the chance to buy some gear on the cheap! If you do come along be sure to bring 
some cash so transactions can be finalised on the night. BRING IN THAT SURPLUS 
GEAR. Let's stick to tramping related gear please.

Saturday 15 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 
Tecbruce@gmail.com

River Exploring - Power Stream: This is an absolutely gorgeous 
Bush stream winding its way up a small gorge to a waterfall. Wet 
feet trip. River Crossing Skills not needed

Grade: Easy+ 
(water trip)

Closes: 13 Feb
Map: BV20 
Approx: $25
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Saturday 15 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354 

Avalanche Peak - Mt Bealey Traverse:  This is a club classic, 
with  a  bit  of  everything:  beech  forest,  waterfalls,  keas,  three 
peaks,  3  km  of  ridge-top  travel,  great  views,  some  gentle 
scrambling, a great scree run, a bit  of  a river bash. We go up 
Avalanche Peak (1833 m) the usual direct way, then traverse the 
ridge tops over Lyell Peak (1828 m) to Mt Bealey (1838 m). The 
route calls for a bit of scrambling on mediocre rock but there's no 
major  exposure.  From Mt  Bealey  we  descend  scree  to  Rough 
Creek and then splash, bash and boulder hop our way out to the 
road. There may be an early start - contact the leader.

Grade: Moderate+
Closes: 13 Feb
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30

Weekend 15-16 February 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: James Hopkins 03 967 5003 

Mt Peel (Basecamp):  Mt Peel campground is a great spot for a 
summer base camp. Peel Forest is a remnant of a magnificent 
podocarp forest that once covered a huge area in mid-Canterbury. 
Now only 783 hectares remain, but what is left of the forest is rich 
and diverse. Ancient giants tōtara, mataī and kahikatea can been 
seen along the Fern Walk and at Dennistoun Bush. The reserve 
has a variety  of  tracks  from a  short  30-min  walks,  to  a  2-3-hr 
ascent of Little Mt. Peel/Huatekerekere, longer if you want to walk 
7km along the tops to tackle Big Mt Peel. Alternatively, you can jet 
boat, raft and fish in the adjacent Rangitata River. Suitable for all 
experience  levels.  The  campground  may  require  booking 
depending on your accommodation preference. It is preferred that 
you arrange and pay for your own booking to reduce the stress on 
the trip leader. If you don't want to pay for a cabin or tent site there 
are strong rumours of a group planning on camping under the full 
moon on top of Mt Peel on Saturday Night... To get the most out 
of the weekend many people will leave Friday after work, but you 
would be welcome to make your way there on Saturday. While 
people are encouraged to carpool (after all the campground prides 
itself on sustainability) some may prefer to make their own way. 
Costs  will  depend  on  your  carpooling  arrangement  and 
accommodation choice. As a guide the average vehicle cost will 
be $105-$125 split between all on board as per CTC vehicle cost 
rules.

Grade: Basecamp
Closes: 6 Feb
Map: BY19 
Approx: Contact 

Leader

Sunday 16 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Mt  Grey:  Mt  Grey/Maukatere  is  a  fairly  regular  CTC  target 
involving a moderate (~700 m) climb of the prominent hill directly 
west of Amberley. The loop back to the cars is completed via the 
Red Beech Track.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 13 Feb
Map: BW23 
Approx: $20
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Wednesday 19 February Club Night

52 peaks in 52 weeks by Mat Dickinson: Do you hear the mountains? They have been 
calling me to climb them every day for the last 365 on my 52 Peaks challenge. My normal 
outdoor  environment  is  on  the  trails  of  the  Port  Hills  and  Craigieburns,  occasionally 
venturing out to crazy races like the Kepler or Avalanche Peak running as fast as my legs 
can take me. However, in 2013 I decided to take on a different type of challenge to test 
me both mentally and physically across the length of New Zealand. From the heat of the 
summer to the deep snows of Winter I summitted different named peaks over 1000m 
(with a few failures along the way...) - and with the final goal to hit 52 by the end of the 
calendar  year.  Carrying my trusty GoPro camera,  I  documented my ups and downs, 
highs and lows - so join me as I relay my challenge on some of New Zealand's stunning 
mountain runs.

Saturday 22 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Lobb 351-2344 
richard.lobb@canterbury.ac.nz

Sugarloaf (near Cass): This Sugarloaf is the one on the true right 
of  the  Waimakariri  River,  directly  opposite  Mt  Binser  and 
overlooking  Cass.  The  land  is  owned  by  the  University  of 
Canterbury  and  is  used  for  teaching  and  research  in  biology, 
geology and geography. We have been given permission to climb 
this otherwise unavailable, small but prominent peak. The climb is 
steepish and ~800 m, with a summit of 1359 m. The views should 
be striking.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 20 Feb
Map: BV21 
Approx: $25

Sunday 23 February 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Torlesse Traverse:  This will  be a long and fairly arduous trip, 
suitable for those who are fit and have plenty of stamina. Starting 
from  the  south  end  of  the  Craigieburn  Road  (near  Avoca 
Homestead) we'll start with a steep ~800 m climb up to Bold Hill 
and the main spine of the Torlesse Range. We'll then turn west 
and follow the ridge up a long and more-gradual climb of ~700 m 
to Back Peak (1979 m) and Red Peak (1853 m). The next bit will 
require skirting under Pt 1714 m to The Gap, followed by a climb 
up to Mt Torlesse (1998 m). From there the ridge is broader and 
easier, passing over Foggy Peak to Porters Pass. This will be a 
long day, probably in excess of 25 km with more than 2000 m 
height gain. There will be no water en route, so you will need to 
bring plenty.

Grade: ModHard
Closes: 20 Feb
Map: BW21 
Approx: $30

Wednesday 26 February Club Night

Newsletter folding night: After folding the newsletters we can have some social time.
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Saturday 1 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Liz Tanner 0211400531 
lizjtanner@yahoo.com.au

Port Levy to Hilltop: This walk traverses the backbone of Banks 
Peninsular,  passing  (nearly)  over  Mts  Fitzgerald  (826  m)  and 
Sinclair (841 m). There are fantastic views of the northern bays, 
Lake Forsyth and Akaroa Harbour. Along the way you'll see the 
ghostly  skeletons  of  giant  totara,  as  well  as  some  beautiful 
remnant stands, especially near Waipuna Saddle and Whatarangi 
Reserve.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 27 Feb
Map: BX24 BX25 
Approx: $20

Sunday 2 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Richard Kimberley 326 6158 
janeandrichard@xtra.co.nz

Mt Rolleston:  Mt Rolleston is the highest peak and one of the 
more  technically  demanding  objectives  in  the  direct  vicinity  of 
Arthurs Pass. Richard is considering either a direct assault via the 
Otira face or Mt Philistine traverse (not Otira slide) This is a trip for 
experienced  and  fit  trampers  who  have  a  head  for  heights. 
Helmets  are  compulsory  and  you  must  contact  the  leader 
beforehand. An early start is likely, possibly heading up to the club 
hut on the previous evening.

Grade: Hard
Closes: 27 Feb
Map: BV20 
Approx: $30

Wednesday 5 March Club Night

Olivine wilderness: During this Xmas Jeremy and Silvia undertook a challenging tramp 
to  Olivine  Ice  Plateau,  crossed  to  Pyke  Valley  and  completed  the  loop  back  via 
Routeburn track. We tramped for 16 days through an amazing landscape, slept in rock 
bivys, crawled through some mean fiordland bush, spent Xmas day on ice plateau and 
haven't met any other human being for 12 days. We would like to show some pictures, 
tell a story and perhaps provide an inspiration and advice for everybody who would like to 
venture to this amazing part of Aspiring/Fiordland national park.

Sunday 9 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Trig  M/Old  Coach  Road:  This  trip  in  the  Korowai-Torlesse 
Tussocklands  Park  will  start  at  the  base  of  Porters  Pass  and 
follow the Coach Stream Route up past Kowai Forest and on to 
Trig  M,  affording  great  views  of  Lake Lyndon  and surrounding 
area.  Height  gain around 700 m. The return trip  will  follow the 
Starvation Gully Route, then an unmarked easily followable trail 
along the crest and back down via Old Coach Road, the route 
taken by the Cobb and Co coaches in the 19th Century.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 6 Mar
Map: BW21 
Approx: $20
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Saturday 15 March 
Departure point: Z (Shell) Papanui

Leader: Michael Newlove 355-8360 
newmike@slingshot.co.nz

Hinewai  Reserve:  Hinewai  is  a  1200  hectare  bird  and  bush 
reserve on the eastern side of Banks Peninsula with a wide range 
of native forest and birds. We will access the reserve from lower 
Long Bay Road and do a loop, taking us to the Visitor Centre and 
lookout and back down the Valley Track. If time permits, we will go 
down to Otanerito Bay.

Grade: Easy/Mod
Closes: 13 Mar
Map: BY25 
Approx: $20

Weekend 15-16 March 
Departure point: Contact Leader

Leader: Bruce Cameron 365 8210 

Arthurs Pass Hut Basecamp:  The Arthur's Pass Community is 
holding a 150th anniversary weekend on 14th to 16th March 2014 
- so what better time to head to the club hut and spend a weekend 
there in a CTC Basecamp format - enjoy the anniversary festivities 
and do one (or more) of the many walks in the area.

Grade: Basecamp
Closes: 6 Mar
Map: BV20 
Approx: $35 + hut 

fees
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View over Tasman Bay from Rintoul Hut 
(from Kerrie and Susan's Lake Chalice Hut trip) 



Trip Reports
29 December 2013 - 3 January 2014

Kerrie and Susan's Lake Chalice trip
Original plans to go to the Routeburn area cancelled since neither of us like listening to the 
wind and rain from inside a tent.... 
We diverted to the Mt Richmond Forest Park which is well supplied with standard tramping 
huts.  
Access to the area is up a long and winding forestry road called Staircase Road and was 
fine for a 2WD.  There is a track down to Lake Chalice hut which drops 350m. So we drove 
up from Christchurch, parked and walked down to the hut on day1. 

From Lake Chalice we walked the Gaulter 
valley to Lower Gaulter Hut.  Crossing The 
Gaulter  was  not  a  problem  the  next day 
despite a lot of rain.  The river is wide here 
and drops rapidly once the rain stops.  We 
climbed up to the Te Araroa route along Mt 
Richmond  Range  ridge,  following  it  in 
reverse over Purple Top (amazing flowering 
Spaniards)  to  Mt  Rintoul  Hut  (1700m 
climbing, 21km, 10 hours). 
The  next  leg  was exposed  and  rocky  Mt 
Rintoul,  so  we  waited  a  day for  the  right 
weather.  For  anyone  who  is  interested 
there is sporadic phone reception at Rintoul 
hut and we were able to check the weather 
from there.  The resident weka's antics kept 

us amused and the view down to Tasman Bay was spectacular - in rare intervals between 
squally rain. 
On Thursday we were off at 6:20am on our climb over Mt Rintoul and even rockier Little Mt 
Rintoul.  The route is clearly poled. With more bad weather forecast we continued on, to 
Lake Chalice Hut for another night. Our dilemma was which route to take, we wanted to go 
over Old Man, but the wind was getting stronger all the time and in the end we opted for 
the safe route via Old Man Hut.  That day we did 1200m climbing 25km and it took us 11 
1/2 hours).  Boy did we have sore feet!  

Kerrie and I really love 'above the bushline tramping', so the trip won't go down in our top 
10 list, but it was great to get away.  
NB: A lot of the bush tracks were slippery with the black honeydew mould and there were 
plenty of wasps around.  Probably not a good idea for anyone with serious wasp allergy or 
phobia. 
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23-24 November 2013

Mt. Murchison
As the forecast was favorable for the whole weekend, 5 of us decided to go up to Barker 
Hut in Arthur's pass. The last email from Christina mentioned "don't forget your torches!" - 
now why would she think that we would forget anything on this trip I have no idea. The 
start wasn't the most promising with one party member forgetting his boots at home (and 
his home was quite far from the Papanui Z). So we split in 2 groups deciding to meet at 
Anti-crow hut later that night. After the detour to Diamond Harbour and leaving the car 
parked at the Bealey pub Karl and I finally shouldered our packs at the Bealey track car 
park at about 10.30pm. Just after midnight the party was again reunited at Anti-crow hut 
where we learnt the other groups had mishaps of their own when Adrian's car battery didnt 
want to leave the city and needed a bit of persuasion. With the one other tramper we found 
there meant we were a perfect fit for the 6-bunk Anti-crow hut. 

Next  day saw us  at  an  early  start 
(Christina was just preparing us for 
what was to come) and at 7am we 
were off  towards Carrington Hut.  It 
was a beautiful day, not a cloud in 
the sky and sun hot enough to melt 
cheese inside Jo's pack, with great 
views of the Waimakariri valley and 
surrounding  peaks.  At  Carrington 
our  previous  night  companion 
turned up with some clothing items 
(bonus points for him as they did not 
smell  of  lavender)  which  were  left 
behind in the mad morning rush by, 
no surprise here, the same person 
who had forgot his boots home the previous day. Right around the corner we had a look at 
the Clough cableway and a few river turns later we could see the rest of White River valley 
with Barker hut at the top of a big cliff face. Still we had quite a long way to go and the fact 
that we all (except Karl who knew better) went 40 vertical metres up the side of the valley 
looking for the track didnt help either. We had lunch near the river and with fresh forces we 
continued up the riverbed and after a rather steep climb at the end we got to Barker hut 
around 3pm. Still not a cloud to be seen, only a bit of a breeze which made snoozing in the 
sun quite pleasant. Later in the afternoon we decided to take a peek up the glacier to 
identify the route for the next day climb to Mount Murchison (some nasty rumors about 
1am departure times were already being circulated). Happy with what we had seen, we 
turned back at the hut for an early dinner. Then Karl started cooking...from his pack he 
materialized  pasta  with  bacon  and  mozzarella,  broccoli  and  mushrooms  which  we 
enhanced with all the rest of the cheese that could be found around the hut and by that 
time our chef was running out of cooking pots. Two Canadians with similar climbing plans 
showed up just as we were getting ready for much needed sleep. 
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Mt Murchison summit



At 2am Christina ordered us out of 
the sleeping bags and just before 
3 am 4 of us were ready to go (Jo 
had  a  book  to  read  the  next 
morning).  With  clear  skies  and  a 
reasonably  bright  moon  head 
torches were almost not necessary 
and a light crust on the snow made 
going up the slope quite pleasant. 
However  Adrian  was  not  feeling 
too well and decided to turn back 
around  2100m.  Karl,  as  his 
harness  was  nicely  tucked  in 
Adrian's  car  at  Klondyke  corner 
(doh!)  generously  donated  his 
helmet (yeah, you guessed it, I had forgotten mine in the hut...double doh!) so it was just 
Christina and me still pushing upwards. We crossed the glacier and decided to try to get 
onto the north ridge, thus avoiding the pitch from the col to the top of Mt. Murchison. After 
some interesting rock scramble on the ridge we crossed on the other side and up another 
snow couloir which got us to the summit around 7am. Views all the way to Mt. Cook and 
almost no wind at all. We met the canadian climbers just as we were about to get down to 
the glacier and soon found Karl waiting for us after braving the cold to make sure we were 
back okay. Snow was getting soft which made for easy going downhill and by 10am-ish we 
were all back at Barker hut. Adrian looked much better and after a quick snack it was time 
to head back. The return trip was uneventful, boulder hopping to Carrington hut and then a 
long slog down the Waimakariri  back to Adrian's car and the sandflies at the Klondyke 
Corner about 7.30pm. Luckily the Bealey pub was open so we had some food and drinks 
before heading back to Christchurch. A great weekend trip with great company couldn't 
ask for more than that. 
Trampers:  Cristina  Zablan  (leader),  Adrian  Radcliffe,  Jo  Parker,  Karl  Hordorf,  Radu 
Popovici (scribe)
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8th-9th November 2013

The Warrior
Three men take on The Warrior… and lose.
Steve, Jeff and I set off on the first good weather weekend for a while to the seldom visited 
Armoury Range. The trip started, as is usual for a Steve trip, with a backbone shattering 
drive up the Clyde River in a 4x4. I  managed to keep my breakfast down and I didn’t 
complain when we drove all the way to the confluence of the Sinclair River. I have learnt 
from bitter experience about the drudgery of walking miles down a shingle river bed, with a 
massive packed filled with climbing equipment, after a tough climbing trip. I knew I would 
be very grateful for every meter I didn’t have to walk on Sunday afternoon.  

The  weather  was  good  as  advertised  in  the 
forecast  as  we  boulder  hopped  up  river  with 
occasional forays into low scrub. I was quite slow 
but this gave Jeff plenty of time to spot the Thar 
hanging about on the bluffs above us. There were 
a large number of them and at one stage a family 
of about eight perched on the cliffs and whistled at 
us from above to move on. The Thar also put on 
quite  an  impressive  show of  acrobatics  as  they 
scampered up near vertical cliff faces and around 
waterfalls. Eventually we climbed out through the 
avalanche  debris  and  found  enough  smooth 
ground amongst  the rocks to  make camp below 
Crossbow  saddle.  A  katabatic  wind  sprung  up 
during the afternoon but we were quite comfortable 
inside our bivy bags and tent fly. 
Four a.m. and we got up and performed our usual 
morning rituals before beginning the walk up to the 
saddle. There had been no freeze during the night 
so  the  snow  was  quite  soft  and  the  bright 
moonlight  meant  our  torches  were  hardly 
necessary.  We broke  out  into  the  sunshine  just 

below Crossbow Saddle and there we were presented with our first view of our objective: 
The Warrior. 
I think this mountain has the best introduction for any peak in New Zealand. You cannot 
see it at all as you approach but when you pop out on to the saddle you suddenly get this 
terrifying view of an incredible rock massif towering above you with steep rock faces falling 
away into the Kirk glacier beneath you. This was our first suggestion of what we might face 
further up. We sidled around the head of the Kirk glacier in the direction of Battleaxe col, 
but rather than climb up to the col we continued sidling under a large rock rib before 
veering west up a steep snow slope to join The Warriors south ridge. The snow was still 
soft and it was pretty hard work climbing but we were now about 200m below the summit 
and staring up at an intimidating snow and rock ridge. We stopped short and reconsidered 
whilst pondering who could possibly have rated this ridge as having a 1+ difficulty in the 
guide books. We decided we are ill equipped for this section since we would need a much 
longer and sturdier rope than we had. Also we don’t have the necessary time, and frankly, 
the inclination to make the attempt. 
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Sidling above the Kirk glacier



Instead we sat back and looked at the views, which are simply incredible. Looking east we 
could see Mt Renegade, The Outlaw and Mt Arrowsmith.  Looking southwest were the 
remainder  of  the  Southern  Alps  still  covered  in  snow.  The  Garden  of  Eden  looked 
especially beautiful from this vantage point. We front pointed back down the steep snow 
face  below us  before  retracing  our  steps  under  the  rock  rib  and  then  climbed  up  to 
Battleaxe col. The Warrior looks even more imposing from this angle with its sheer rock 
faces tumbling down into  the Hercuba Glacier  below us.  The south ridge may be the 
easiest  route  up  the  mountain  but  it’s  still  no  walk  in  the  park.  We  enjoyed  more 
unobstructed views over the Alps as we watched the skies to the west darken and the 
winds begin to pick up. It’s time to leave and we walked quickly down the soft snow slope 
and around the head of the Kirk glacier before dropping back to our campsite. 
After a quick brew we pack up and began bashing out down to the car. There is more Thar 
spotting and the way back down and eventually we reach the 4x4. My prediction of being 
glad to have the vehicle so close is borne out as I am much relieved to be able to drop my 
pack and ride out the rest of the way to Erewhon Station. Chips and Hotdogs from the 
trailer  next  to  Mt  Somers  store  are  also  very  welcome  before  we  head  back  to 
Christchurch. 
Steve Bruerton, Jeff Hall, Andrew Tromans. Photos by J. Hall.       
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Standing on Crossbow Saddle



15-16 November 2013

Mountain Biking Old Ghost Road and Denniston Plateau
Biking on a rough narrow track with a sheer drop to rocks and a river dozens of metres 
below makes you very focussed. Like those “interesting” bits when you’re tramping off 
track and clinging to a bluff  by nothing more than a couple of  clumps of tussock and 
wondering  about  your  sanity.  I  had  a  couple  of  those  moments  on  Lynette’s  Show 
Weekend bike trip, but in the vein of “what doesn’t kill you makes you stronger”, it was 
extremely satisfying. 
We’d taken the Thursday off, as well as Friday, and had a warm sunny first day from Lyell 
up the Old Ghost Road bike track to Lyell Saddle and Hut, up to the peak beyond and 
back. It’s a good track to Lyell Hut, if a bit of a continuous slog, made somewhat tougher 
initially for Cordula until she figured out her seat was too low. As we worked our way up we 
got views out to the surrounding hills, particularly the peaks of the Nelson Lakes to Lewis 
areas. Beyond the Hut the track was fairly new and started as good riding, but the boulder 
zigzags up to the bushline had a number of us pushing our bikes. Further views from the 
tops were followed by a quick descent back to the cars and off to Westport Motor Camp for 
a shower and a well earned dinner. 

On  Friday  we  headed  up  to  the  Denniston 
Plateau,  playing  dodgems with  the  odd coal 
truck. There are numerous biking loops on the 
plateau, although poor marking often had us 
stopping  to  debate  which  way  to  go.  Steve 
Bruerton  lead  us  into  a  tunnel  that 
progressively got so low that most of us had to 
get  off  our  bikes  –  either  Steve’s  superior 
biking skills, or his smaller stature, meant he 
got  through  without  having  to  dismount. 
Shortly  after  we  came  to  a  steep  narrow 
section of uphill that was more goat track than 
cycle track and was definitely a bike carry for 
everyone. It was some time later before most 
of us could get back on our bikes and enjoy 
the stark landscape of the top of the plateau. 
In  places  we  rode  over  large  areas  of  rock 
slab  that  almost  looked  like  they  had  once 
been  part  of  a  concrete  road.  Amongst  the 
scattering of scrub we also found sand, mud, 
and  the  odd  stream  crossing.  The  streams 
have cut down into the plateau and, in places 
formed  mall  lakes  in  picturesque  vegetated 
hollows below the top of the plateau.
 
At first lunch we met another group of bikers, also from Christchurch, several of whom 
some of us knew. We watched them come down a hairy little bluff that most of us wouldn’t 
even have considered attempting. But as it happened, we ended up at the same spot for 
second lunch, so a couple of our group felt compelled to give the bluff a go and survived! 
In fact we all survived the long weekend remarkably well, other than Lynette developing a 
sore knee and a few of us being a bit saddle sore. That’s not to say some of us didn’t 
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experience the odd unexpected thrill. I impressed those following at one point when I hit a 
stone going down an incline, which spun my front wheel around and had me sailing over 
my handlebars, but landing on two feet and still holding my bike! I still can’t work out how I 
managed that. 
  
Saturday dawned with cloud on the tops and the promise of rain later in the day. Our route 
was the Mokihinui River valley end of the Old Ghost Road bike track – the bike track isn’t 
finished yet through to the Lyell end of the track. The river goes up a beautiful gorge with 
emerald green pools and huge limestone boulders. The track is generally well above the 
river, and in many places is relatively narrow with a sheer drop to the river below. A couple 
of sections are gated with signs warning bikers to dismount and push their bikes. Some of 
our group rode them, including one section that Linda rode only to realize, to her horror, 
that she’d done so without her helmet on when Steve handed it to her on the far side.  
We all made it to Specimen Point Hut for lunch. Some went on further up the valley, which 
widened above the gorge. Steve, Jeff and Klem made it to the top end of the cycle track, 
although apparently the stumps and other obstacles were a bit taxing. A particularly tired 
looking Jeff arrived back at the cars clearly with thoughts of upgrading his somewhat aged 
bike and a particular interest in full suspension bikes. 

That  night  we  tented  at  the  Mokihinui 
Camping  ground  and  helped  Linda 
celebrate her birthday with a cake she had 
brought  for  the  occasion.  Unfortunately 
she put the left  overs in the vestibule of 
her  tent  while  cooking dinner,  and came 
back to find that the local wekas had eaten 
it,  as well  as some prized chocolate and 
other goodies. 
The next morning we woke to rain drops 
on the tent, which built up to steady rain as 
we  packed up.  According  to  Clive’s  new 
smartphone, it was not raining in Reefton. 
The planned cycle of Charming Creek was 
diverted to Reefton, although some of us 
had doubts that it would be dry there. We 
arrived  in  Reefton  in  the  rain,  so  we 
contented  ourselves  with  an  interesting 
guided tour of the Black’s Point Museum 
(where  you’re  allowed  to  actually  touch 
things)  and  a  short  walk  before  heading 
home. 
The  peddlers  were  Lynette  Hartley,  Jeff 
Hall,  Steve  Bruerton,  Sue  Wood,  Steve 
Brasch,  Klem  Stampfli,  Cordula  Holzar, 

Ron Kebble,  Susan Pearson, Clive Marsh, Bronwyn Rhodes, Linda Lilburne and Peter 
Eman, along with David Cook who walked.
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Classifieds
Classified Ads: Are available to CTC members at no charge.

External Events
Waipukurau Rotary Club's Sea, Sky & Bush Walk - 1st, 2nd & 3rd March 2014: We 
are proud to offer you in early 2014, an ultimate Central Hawke's Bay experience. The 
Rotary Club of Waipukurau invites you to experience their popular annual walk that is so 
much more than a walking event. The Sea, Sky and Bush Walk begins at Pukeora Estate 
on the outskirts of Waipukurau where our club accommodates all who wish to stay. Here 
you will not only experience the great hospitality of our Rotary Club, but you can also enjoy 
the  panoramic  views  over  the  Ruataniwha  plains  and  up  the  Tuki  Tuki  River  to  the 
backdrop of the Ruahine Ranges. The Rotarians will lead you through open countryside to 
appreciate  spectacular  views  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  as  well  as  the  soft  contoured  hills 
littered with native trees in the shadow of the Ruahine Ranges. On beautiful Mangatarata 
Station there is the opportunity of expansive views across CHB before enjoying a visit and 
lunch in the grounds of this outstanding historic homestead. In the true meaning of service 
and teamwork, a full effort is put in by Rotarians and dedicated volunteers over these 3 
days. On the daily walks we have available those 'to the rescue' with 4 wheeled motor 
bikes, as others engage in sharing knowledge and information whilst walking alongside 
them. There are portaloos to be delivered and collected, and buses for to and from drop off 
points, the bar to be managed and importantly the busy kitchen team working to produce 
cuisine to energise and replenish those weary bodies. Our food will bring you back year 
after year as it has others. To compliment the food we make available use of the heated 
pool,  Masseuses to  work  away those aches and pains  and some light  and enjoyable 
entertainment in the evenings. You may register for one, two or the full three day walks. 
You can either fill out the booking form in the brochure or check out the website to book 
and pay online. Bring your friends, family, co-workers, employees and others along. Share 
the enjoyment.  The Sea, sky and Bush Walk is Waipukurau Rotary's  major fundraiser 
each year.  2014 is  our  15th  and offers  another  new and fantastic  opportunity  to  see 
Central Hawke's Bay at its best. We look forward to seeing you soon. Kind Regards Trish 
Giddens  President  Waipukurau  Rotary  Club  Registrations:  George  McGowan 
geojomc15@gmail.com
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More about the CTC
Club Officers

President: Andrea Zahn 382 1044

Senior Vice 
President: Alan Ross 384-6425

Junior Vice 
President: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Secretary: Angela Lowery 03 3529914

Treasurer: Cristina Zablan 03 374 6354

Club Captain: Adrian Busby 325-5001

New Members 
Rep: Liz Van Ekeris 337-0948

New Members 
Rep: David Cockeram 337-0948

Day Trip 
Organiser: Bryce Williamson 351-6366

Weekend Trip 
Organiser: James Hopkins 03 967 5003

Social  
Convenor: Silvia Horniakova 021 264 8430

Gear Custodian: Thomas Matern 354-4309

Editor: Sam Cook 342-3735

Hut Convenor: Steve Bruerton 322-6196

Our Club Hut: In the Arthur’s Pass township, with all the comforts of home including real 
showers and inside flushing loos (BYO toilet paper!), but with the mountains at the back 
door. A great place for a few days away; take your usual gear and a pillowcase. Please 
book before leaving town to ensure there is a bunk available. For keys and bookings, 
phone Bernhard Parawa 337 3125 or 027 212 7498; or if he’s away, Rex Vink 352-5329; 
or  if  they’re  both  away,  Andrew Wrapson  980-6006.  Hut  fees  are  $15  member,  $15 
member's  partner,  $20  non-member,  $5  kids  under  12.  If  you  find  any  problems  or 
maintenance required, please tell the hut convenor, Steve Bruerton, ph 322 6196. 
Equipment Hire:  The Club has a range of 
equipment  for  hire.  The  Gear  Custodian  is 
Thomas  Matern,  ph.  354-4309.  Note:  club 
gear  assigned to  you  is  your  responsibility; 
please take care of it. Please make sure you 
put tents inside your pack. Tents attached to 
the  outside  of  your  pack  can  be  easily 
punctured when bush bashing or even lost. 
This  may result  in  serious  damage to  your 
bank account! Please air and dry tents after 
taking  them on  a  trip  even  if  they  are  not 
used,  and  report  any  damage  to  the  gear 
custodian. 

Rates for Gear Hire:
Tent $3/person/night

Ice axes, crampons $4 per weekend

Harnesses, snow shovel $4 per weekend

Large/small weekend 
packs

$2 per weekend

Helmets Free

Personal locator beacons Free

Please have stuff for the next newsletter to the editor 
(editor@ctc.org.nz) by 20 February 2014 – Thanks.

− 20 −

mailto:editor@ctc.org.nz

